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OHSN-REB Standard Operating Procedure Addendum 

Rationale:  The OHSN-REB is a member of the Canadian Association of Research Ethics Boards (CAREB), and as approved 
by the Operations Committee, has adopted the N2 - CAREB SOPs.  To reflect specific OHSN-REB requirements, this 
addendum complements the N2- CAREB SOP noted below. 

N2/CAREB SOP: # 201– Composition of the REB   

N2-CAREB SOP Guidelines OHSN-REB Standard Operating Procedure Addendum 
5.2.3 
The REB will include at least 5 members 
represented by the following categories: 
 
· At least two members who have expertise in 
relevant research disciplines, field and 
methodologies covered by the REB (for biomedical 
clinical trials, this will include at least one member 
who practices medicine or dentistry and 
who is in good standing with their regulatory 
body), 
· At least one member who is primarily 
experienced in non-scientific disciplines, 
· At least one member who is knowledgeable in 
ethics, 
· At least one member who is knowledgeable in 
the relevant law. This is mandatory for biomedical 
research and is advisable, but not mandatory, for 
other areas of research, and 
· At least one community member who has no 
affiliation with the organization or the sponsor, 
and who is not part of the immediate family of a 
person who is affiliated with the organization;  

The Ontario Personal Health Information Act (PHIPA) requires an 
addition of member whose primary area of interest is in privacy.  
Therefore a 6th member’s representation has been included in 
the criteria of 5.2.3 as indicated below: 

5.2.3 
The REB will include at least 6 members represented by the 
following categories: 
· At least two members who have expertise in relevant research 
disciplines, field and methodologies covered by the REB (for 
biomedical clinical trials, this will include at least one member 
who practices medicine or dentistry and who is in good standing 
with their regulatory body), 
· At least one member who is primarily experienced in non-
scientific disciplines, 
· At least one member who is knowledgeable in ethics, 
· At least one member who is knowledgeable in the relevant law. 
This is mandatory for biomedical research and is advisable, but 
not mandatory, for other areas of research, and 
· At least one member whose primary area of interest is in 
privacy. 
· At least one community member who has no affiliation with 
the organization or the sponsor, and who is not part of the 
immediate family of a person who is affiliated with the 
organization. 

 References: Personal Health Information Act (PHIPA) 
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This N2-CAREB SOP Addendum has been reviewed and approved by the OHSN-REB 
Administrative Committee.  

 

http://www.ohri.ca/ohsn-reb
http://www.ohri.ca/ohsn-reb

